Campylobacters are an important cause of enteritis worldwide. Campylobacterjejuni subsp. jejuni and C. coli are the most common species associated with cases of diarrhea; however, atypical or unusual campylobacteria, especially C. upsaliensis, have been isolated on selective agar media (8) . We describe two cases of C. mucosalis enteritis in children which occurred in Siena, Tuscany, Italy. From January 1989 to December 1990, stool samples from 288 children with diarrhea, most of whom were admitted to the Institute of Infectious Diseases, University of Siena, were examined for campylobacteria by using the feces filtration method (5) with minor modifications. Feces also were streaked on a blood-free agar which contained charcoal and 32 ,ug of cefoperazone per ml. Plates were incubated at 37°C in a microaerobic environment obtained by evacuating an anaerobic jar to a negative pressure of 650 mm Hg (ca. 87 kPa) and refilling it with a gas mixture (70% N2-15% C02-15% H2). The gas mixture used for testing the ability of strains to grow in the absence of H2 was composed of 85% N2 and 15% CO2. Plates were inspected daily for 5 days. Suspected colonies were tested by Gram stain and for oxidase, catalase, hippurate hydrolysis, nitrate reduction, rapid urease, indoxyl acetate, production of H2S in triple sugar iron, tolerance to 1% glycine and 1.5% NaCl, growth in a microaerobic environment at 25 and 42°C, and susceptibility to cephalothin and nalidixic acid (30-,g disks) (6 This is the first report of human C. mucosalis-induced diarrhea of which we are aware. On the basis of data from 288 children with enteritis, this organism represented about 6% of all campylobacteria isolated in this area of Italy when the filtration technique was used. C. mucosalis has been associated with proliferative enteropathies in pigs (5) . However, in the two cases of C. mucosalis diarrhea, the children did not have contact with any animal.
The scientific literature is controversial with regard to the results of some tests for C. mucosalis identification. Our strains were susceptible to nalidixic acid and did not grow at 25°C. In the work of Roop et al. (7) , only one C. mucosalis organism of eight strains tested was susceptible to nalidixic acid, and all strains grew at 25°C. However, the type strain C. mucosalis NCTC 11000 in a report by Edmonds et al. and the two C. mucosalis isolates tested in a report by Barrett et al. were susceptible to nalidixic acid and unable to grow at 25°C (1, 2) . Thus, the results of these two tests should be considered variable.
Our observations suggest that C. mucosalis should be considered a potential pathogen for humans, and an etiologic association should be considered when the organism is isolated from patients with diarrhea.
